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	PAILTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN PAILTON VILLAGE HALL ON 24 APRIL 2023

Present:

Councillors:  Anthony Gillias (Chair - TG), Tina Simpson (Vice Chair -TS),   Kristian Shaw (KS)
David Towner (DT)  Mark Foxon (MF)


	In attendance:
Mrs L Bendall (Clerk/RFO to the Council) and three members of the public.
Ref

Action
1.04.23
Chairman’s Welcome and Apologies for absence: The chairman welcomed all to the meeting.
· Apologies for absence were given from Cllr Adrian Warwick of WCC.

· TG wanted to minute his formal thanks to all residents that turned out on Saturday 15 April to support the litter pick – a huge amount of rubbish was collected. 
2. 04.23
Declarations of Interest were taken as read by  Cllr A Gillias, as a Councillor for Rugby Borough Council (RBC) and Chair of RBC’s Planning Committee and Cllr K Shaw as contract holder for the village amenity grass cuts for Pailton Parish Council (PC). 
3.03.23
Standing orders were suspended to allow members of the public to address the meeting  
a. A resident raised concerns about a very large pothole on Rugby Road between St Denys View and Post House Garden. TG advised that WCC are aware of this and have it on their list to be addressed.
4.03.23
Standing Orders were resumed.

5.03.23
Minutes:  TG proposed that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 

27 March be accepted and signed as an accurate record of the meeting.  This was seconded by DT and approved by all.
6.03.23
Matters Arising  
· There were no matters arising that are not covered on the agenda but the Clerk showed councillors the mugs bought for children attending the King’s Coronation which were approved and will be distributed at the community lunch on 7 May 2023.
7.03.23
Information Reports
a. County Councillor: No report this month
b. Borough Councillor: TG shared the following information:
· Because of the imminent local council elections, there was no Council news to share but he gave the meeting an update on matters discussed at recent planning meetings, including two decisions where the Planning Committee overturned recommendations from officers:

· The first was the refusal of six application for Gypsy and Travellers’ plots at Barnacles.  TG said the members decision reflected the urgent need for planners to allocate land for Gypsy and Traveller plots on major new housing developments and not on greenbelt land.
· The second application was for four new cottages by the lock at Hill Morton as members believed that this would be a more sustainable development than continuing with employment use on this site.

c. Village Hall Trust (VHT)– Lesley Anne French presented her report on behalf of the Trust.
1. The slipped tile that led to a leak in the hall has been repaired.
2. Free family event at Easter was very successful as was the latest Live and Local Event.
3. Woodworm was detected in one of the old chairs stored in the Hall.  The area has been treated, the old chairs will go to the council tip and new chairs (without wood) have been purchased.

4. Village Saturday café scheduled for 6 May has been cancelled in light of the coronation.


d.  New the chairman changed the running order to allow a discussion on  the Coronation Event and the  Village Fete

· Flyers have been delivered in and around the village promoting a community Coronation celebration between 3pm and 6pm on  Sunday 7th May.  Decoration of the area will begin on 29th April, on the day VHT will supply tables and chairs, TG to arrange sound system and road closures, with help from councillors and volunteers. Setting up will begin at 1pm with the clear up finished by 6pm  Families are invited to bring their own food and drink for a real community event.  If the weather is bad the VHT said the hall can be used as an alternate venue.
· Work is now gathering pace for the Village fete on Sunday 2 July and a limited number of external stalls will be invited to participate . The White Lion Working will run the bar for the event – profits from this will be split between the Fete and the White Lion.
e. Playing Field Working Group and Footpaths 
· KS reported that the playground is looking good and that they are investigating the possibility of  grant-funded purchase of some adult fitness equipment.
· There is a problem with the footpath R58 that is accessed by a path next to 51 Coventry Road as there is now a stock fence across the path.    KS to get more details and Clerk to report to WCC.
· DT reported that he had received a complaint about the height of the ‘styles’ on footpath R68b.  These to be measured and clerk to report to WCC.
· At this point in the meeting the clerk was asked to give an update on the lease agreement for the playpark.  She advised that Fisher German’s solicitors had quoted £2,500 plus VAT for this work and she is taking advice from WALC and may seek an alternative quote – or indeed reduce the length of the lease back to five years as the longer lease sought does require registration with the Land Registry.
All
All
KS
DT/KS clerk

clerk

8.03.23
White Lion –Tina Simpson gave the following update: 
· The 4-page flyer with comprehensive information on the project’s history, finance for the various stages and how residents can get involved has been delivered to most residents with the Rugby Register.  KS is delivering copies to locations who do not receive the Register.
· Work on the open evening on 24 May is going ahead and will enhance the information on the flyer and be of real interest to the whole village – councillors were encouraged to promote attendance.
· After initial difficulties in attracting a compliant bid for the Business Planning Consultants, TS gave further information on the preferred bidder DCA who provided phenomenal research and information that supported the major successful application to the NLHF.   
· DT raised questions about the experience of this company with pub projects as he could not find any information on the website.   He was very satisfied with the responses from TS and KS who were clear that they could hit the ground running and provide the essential insight and information required.
· In view of the urgency of a decision on this matter TS sought permission from the meeting to add £3500 to the budget for this work, £750 would come from the Garden Party 2022 income, and £2750 from PWBL monies – the clerk advised that the extra money could also be met from VAT refunds on invoices from the Project Manager and Design Team.    The decision to allow the budget increase and funding sources was proposed by DT, seconded by MF and approved by all.   A proposal to appoint DCA as consultants, subject to NHLF approval,  was proposed by TD and seconded by DT – this was approved by all.    It was agreed to add a regular sub item on the agenda on funding.
· TS advised that the solicitors had reduced their fees in line with the budget for their proposed urgent work on the Community Interest Company and its relationship with the Parish Council and sought permission to accelerate this work.  This was agreed by all.
· A successful meeting was held with the professional fund raiser and she has identified £540,000 of potential grants that the project can bid for and she will ensure applications meet the correct income-to-spending timescales and are in line with the grants criteria.  She continues to search for other smaller grants, including from commercial businesses in the area.
9.03.23
Finance & Governance

a. The clerk presented her unaudited financial paper on spending in the year to 31 March 2023, and asked member to note in particular the bank reconciliation which shows the transfers between accounts. This was accepted.

b. Also reviewed and noted was the first cash for the year, forecast to the end of April.  The following payments were authorised:
Clerk’s March salary - £291.20  HMRC March tax - £72.80 

E-on Next White Lion Standing Charge for February - £22.58 

Greenwood project management fees for April - £2177, Burrell, Foley, Fischer, Design Fees  in April-£6540

c. Other payment in the month included the Direct Debits for street lighting at £177.75, PWLB repayment of £12,468.26, and payment of £288 for Coronation mugs and £540 for CIC legal advice

d. The clerk apologized that she has not yet completed work on the revised financial regulations but would do this well in time for consideration at the next meeting
Clerk

10.03.23
Planning Applications and Issues for Consideration: 
· Nothing new to report but the clerk was asked to seek clarification from WCC that the large stones placed along the verge outside of Greenways Farm are acceptable.
· Enforcement action is continuing at Greenways Farm

· Clerk to report continuing health and safety concerns re the open access to the Old Telephone Exchange.

Clerk

11.03.23
Ongoing Village Issues:
a. Telephone Box: This will go ahead as soon as weather permits. 

b. Highways Working Group: 
c. Speed Watch Group The chairman advised that he would like to discuss the two items together – which was agreed.  
 DT spoke about the robust data they are collecting from the road side signs on traffic flows/speeding etc .  He stressed the need for consistent collection of data but that once the current schedule of the three main roads through the village is finished, they will start to collect further data on two -way traffic movement. TG spoke in length about data collected 25 years ago and how he had worked on the current speed watch data to draw some comparisons, since the chicanes were installed.  DT urged caution in extrapolating conclusions and data from such very different statistics and still limited data from current evidence. But it was agreed that TG would try to find speed watch data from the period since the chicanes were installed and today.  It was noted that all of these figures will provide a firm body of evidence to use in seeking further appropriate measure to reduce traffic speeds and improve the position for residents who are very concerned about traffic flows.   

KS then raised an issue related to members of the Highways Working Group, which under the revised Standing Orders 3 could at the discretion of the chairman to allowed to vote on Highways issues at Parish Council.  He felt that this was badly worded  as it appeared to suggest they could all vote which was undemocratic.  The clerk is to draft an amended version for approval by all members in May,  that says they will be invited to share their views as members of the community with local expertise in traffic issues.

d. Street Lighting: TG reported work is underway by a light company to expand the field of light for LED lights which are more economic but their light can be just downward rather than spreading. He will report back on this.  DT will complete his work on a schedule he is preparing – this will allow the PC to obtain quotes for reducing energy costs and proactive maintenance.
e. Ex Service Men’s Club: There was no further news on this .
KS

TG/
DT
TG/
DT

12.03.23
Correspondence
· The Clerk reported that she had received a report that the post holding the gates to the allotments has rotted and can no longer be secured.  KS agreed to inspect and suggest a remedy.
KS
13.03.23
Additional items for the next agenda 
· No additional items
14.03.23
Date of Next Meetings
· Confirmed as 22 May 2023 in the Village Hall.  The Annual Parish Meeting will start at 7.15pm to be immediately followed by the Parish Council Annual Meeting and then the regular Parish Council meeting for May.



Meeting closed at 9.15pm

……………………………..                   





22 Ma 2023
Anthony Gillias

Chairman of Pailton Parish Council 
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