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	PAILTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN PAILTON VILLAGE HALL ON 23 January 2023

Present:

Councillors:  Anthony Gillias (Chair - TG), Tina Simpson (Vice Chair -TS),   Kristian Shaw (KS)
David Towner (DT)


	In attendance:
Cllr Adrian Warwick – Warwickshire County Council

Mrs L Bendall (Clerk/RFO to the Council) and two members of the public.
Ref

Action
1.01.23
Chairman’s Welcome and Apologies for absence: The chairman welcomed all to the meeting.
· TG confirmed that the resignation of Andrew Dunkley had been received and the casual vacancy process was now underway.  If by 31 January 2023, the Rugby Monitoring Officer has not received 10 requests for an election, the Council will move to fill the vacancy by co-option.
2. 01.23
Declarations of Interest were given by  Cllr A Gillias, as a Councillor for Rugby Borough Council (RBC) and Chair of RBC’s Planning Committee and Cllr K Shaw as grounds contractor to Pailton Parish Council (PC). 
3.01.23
Standing orders were suspended to allow members of the public to address the meeting  
a. A resident asked the Parish Council’s help secure consent for Pailton Young Farmers to extend work they first undertook in 1991.  At that time volunteers from Young Farmers cut steps on the south side of the bridge to facilitate access over the lake alongside footpath R59.  The steps on the south side, while steep, are okay, but on the north side the area was left as a slope but the resident thought these should be addressed as this area gets very muddy.  If steps were cut into the north bank it improve access.  The resident said he was prepared to sponsor this work so there would be no cost to the landowners.  Councillors thought this would be a good project and agreed to write to the landowner and his tenant who farms this land for consent.  

Two further issues that need to be addressed were raised by this parishioner
i. The overgrown hedgerows/bramble alongside the Ex Serviceman’s Club

ii. The blocked drain between Brookside and Fox Field

b. A parishioner asked If the PC was thinking of holding a ‘street party’ type event to mark the Coronation on 7th May – similar to the successful Jubilee celebration.   The PC thought this was a good idea and perhaps something it would run with the Village Hall Trust.  In the first instance TG would make inquiries with RBC to see if an application to close the side roads around the triangle/war memorial could be lodged without cost to the PC.  To be discussed further at the next meeting. 
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4.01.23
Standing Orders were resumed.
5.01.23
Minutes:  TG proposed that the minutes of the previous meetings held on 19 December 2022 be accepted and signed as an accurate record of the meetings.  This was seconded by KS and approved by all. 
6.01.23
Matters Arising  
· DT asked if the letter that the PC said should  be sent to WCC regarding the Section 106 monies from Magna Park had been sent?   The clerk replied that TG had asked her to wait until the matter was raised with AW at this meeting.   After some discussion AW clarified the legal position in that the Section 106 monies were not designated for any one project and so long as WCC spent it in the spirit of the agreement (to mitigate traffic problems arising from vehicles going to and from Magna Park) it was legally ok.  However, AW felt that WCC had broken its commitment to the Fosse villages that all felt on a daily basis the detrimental effect of the additional Magna Park traffic.   The parish councils in these villages were all advised that a small scheme to mitigate the impact would be undertaken in their village.  On site meetings were held with the senior WCC engineer (who has now left WCC), plans drawn up that parish councils and parish councils villages were asked to approve this work.  The preparation work was completed and villages were right to have an expectation that this money would be spent as per the approved schemes.  Instead, none of these schemes have gone ahead and parish councils in these villages are incensed.
It was agreed that the clerk would draft a simple but explicit letter to Shale Chohun and Mark Ryder to ask when this promised work would be undertaken.

Clerk
7.01.23
Information Reports
a. County Councillor: AW shared the following information
· County has a new grant scheme to facilitate active travel and applications for schemes involving cycling are invited.
· There are two active consultations (Climate Change and Special Education Needs) to which responses are sought from parish councils and individuals.
· Volunteer drivers are sought for a number of projects.
· Volunteers are sought to join School Appeal Panels and provide a lay point of view.
· Funding is now available for the 2nd Phase of the Cost of Living Crisis to support local community run schemes.

b. Borough Councillor: TG shared the following information:
· The planning appeal re the HGV station at the end of Lutterworth Road/A5 junction has been held, including a site visit where the intrusion of this was proposals was very clear.    A decision is awaited.
· The Appeal on the unauthorised Gypsy and Travellers site at Monks Kirby was dismissed as a deliberate unauthorised intrusion and the Travellers have 12 months to vacate the site and reinstate the land.
c. Village Hall Trust – the clerk read Lesley French’s report from the Village Hall Committee:
· The January Saturday Café was a great success and the next one is scheduled for 5th February.
· The VHT can confirm the fete is going ahead on Sunday 2 July and is now seeking volunteers and support for a wide range of actions, from delivering flyers to marshalling parking.   There will be a meeting at 7pm on 7 February in the Village Hall to get the ball rolling.   
d. Playing Field Working Group – 
· KS reported that the first quarterly meeting of the Working Group held in January 2023 was looking at funding for further improvements to the playpark and work on hedge cutting etc - this will be taken forward at the next meeting in  April.

· KS confirmed that regular inspections of bolts etc will be undertaken and recorded monthly.   Clerk to provide approved checklist.

· It was agreed to hold a village litter pick on 15 April – clerk to book equipment etc with Rugby Borough Council.   KS to produce boards to encourage participation by villagers.
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8.01.23
White Lion –TS gave the following update: 
· TS had had further contact with the established professional fund raiser, Alison Berwick, and been impressed by her, confirmed by the views of Greenwood and NLHF, who believe her track record is superb.  Using her for the first three phases of fund raising would cost £3850 and a further £1750 if she was asked to draft the very complex and detailed application forms.  These costs could be met from the NLHF contingency funding and the White Lion Working Group’s own village fund raising.  

DT asked how big the gap was between NLHF funding and the provisional costings.  TS replied that it was circa £320,000 but to put this in context on her last project, Alison had raised £250,000 above the project’s target. TS sought approval to appoint her, this was seconded by DT and approved by all councillors, although TS advised she would seek final views from NLHF before going ahead.  

· The Design Tenders issued in December resulted in seven submissions which the NLHF thought was a real success.  Following interviews, on Friday 27th January a special meeting will be held to consider the process, the outcomes and recommendations to go forward.  This meeting will be held in St Denys and begin at 5.30pm – clerk to action preparation and necessary advance notices to meet regulatory approval.

· The next appointments will comprise the appointment of Quantity Surveyors and Business Advisers – these are smaller and less complex tenders than the architectural and project management contract awards.
· TS will be seeking further advice on the establishment of the Community Interest Company and bring back recommendations to the Parish Council for a decision.
Clerk
9.01.23
Finance & Governance

a. The clerk presented her monthly financial report and forecast to the end of January and reported that she was satisfied that spending was in line with the budget.  The following payments were authorised
Clerk’s: £291.20  salary. HMRC: £72.80 clerk’s tax
E-on: £25 for January’s White Lion standing charge.

E-on: £72.50 for one street light repairs
She advised that the £1100 fund authorised for a new PC and software has not yet been spent as the machine, she felt would be best for the parish was out of stock.  She will report further at the next meeting.

b. Governance – following discussions in December, the clerk had circulated draft papers to all councillors to establish a comprehensive policy framework that would seek to ensure all of the Council’s regulatory and procedural matters meet statutory best practice.  As part of this revised and updated Standing Orders, a Complaints Policy and Health and Safety Statement/policy were approved – after the correction of one typo in the H &S statement and the pagination on the Standing Orders.
Papers to be considered in February will include Financial Regulations, a new policy on treatment of Reserves and the 2023 asset register.   
Clerk
10.01.23
Planning Applications and Issues for Consideration: 
· The PC discussed an application for retrospective consent for change of use of buildings to the rear of 31 Coventry Road.  After discussion it was decided that the PC had no comment to make on this application. 

· After discussion it was agreed that a referral should be made to the Health & Safety Executive regarding the condition of the Old Telephone Exchange and the threat it poses to residents.  Points of concern include the possible presence of  asbestos and a gas cylinder that is clearly visible in the building, while the surrounding land seems to be used for parking.
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11.01.23
Ongoing Village Issues:
a. Telephone Box: This will go ahead when weather permits – a temperature of at least 10degree is essential.

b. Highways Working Group: TG will undertake essential training to enable the Group to undertake clean up etc of existing signs – he will then train members of the working group.
c. Street Lighting: the clerk presented the work she had done so far to establish a proper inventory of the all street lights in the village and it was agreed that DT would now take this forward, creating a detailed spread sheet that identifies precise locations with the street lights that TG will label.   This will then be sent to E-On and National Grid, which will enable accurate quotations for replacement of street lights with lower cost, energy efficient LED lights.
d. Ex Service Men’s Club: There was no further news on this but it was noted that the Parish Council had been asked to discuss the renewal of the playpark lease with Fisher German as agents for the Trustees of the Denbigh Estate.  It was agreed that in the first instance the clerk would meet with the agent and feedback.  If possible the PC would like a longer lease, that would facilitate fund raising for playpark equipment, would be sought.
e. Posts on the Green/Footpaths: The February Round the Revel will invite residents to sign up to help with removal of old posts and installing the new posts.  

f. Neighbourhood Watch and Police – DT reported that a quote has now been received to replace the battery and enable the variable speed sign to produce useful traffic data.  TG questioned the cost of this and felt it could be undertaken for less cost – DT and TG with Jim Fowkes to resolve best route forward.

g. Village Footpath: Clerk has produced letters for all parishioners whose land includes public rights of way (footpath, bridle paths etc) and these would be delivered or posted in the next week. 
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12.01.23
Correspondence
· Clerk had received details from WALC of new regulations/procedures to deal with unauthorised incursion by gypsy and traveller group.  The format of this information however was not easily accessible and clerk to seek a new format from WALC. 
Clerk
13.01.23
Additional items for the next agenda 
· Coronation celebrations for the village
14.01.23
Date of Next Meetings
· Confirmed as 27 February and then 27 March 2023 in the Village Hall.



Meeting closed at 9.10pm

……………………………..                   





27 February 2023
Anthony Gillias

Chairman of Pailton Parish Council 
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