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	PAILTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN PAILTON VILLAGE HALL ON 19 DECEMBER 2022

Present:

Councillors:  Anthony Gillias (Chair - TG), Tina Simpson (Vice Chair -TS),   Kristian Shaw (KS)
David Towner (DT)


	In attendance:
Mrs L Bendall (Clerk/RFO to the Council) and two members of the public.
Ref

Action
1.12.22
Chairman’s Welcome and Apologies for absence: The chairman welcomed all to the meeting and noted the apologies from Cllr Warwick (WCC).   Cllr Dunkley did not attend.
211.22
Declarations of Interest were given by  Cllr A Gillias, as a Councillor for Rugby Borough Council (RBC) and Chair of RBC’s Planning Committee and Cllr K Shaw as grounds contractor to Pailton Parish Council (PC). 
3.12.22
Standing orders were suspended to allow members of the public to address the meeting  
a. Nothing was raised.
4.12.22
Standing Orders were resumed.

5.12.22
Minutes:  TG proposed that the minutes of the previous meetings held on 28 November be accepted and signed as an accurate record of the meetings.  This was seconded by KS and approved by all. 
6.12.22
Matters Arising  There were no matters arising that were not covered elsewhere on the minutes
7.12.22
Information Reports
a. Borough Councillor: TG shared the following information:
· Rugby Borough Council is concerned about the number of Gypsy and Traveller families who are setting up unauthorised  developments.  This will be addressed by a new robust policy that will have full public consultation and be further considered in August with a likely date for it to come forward for full Council approval in February 2024.
· The Town Centre Regeneration Plan has been approved to attract inward investment and improve the town’s market and street scene environment.
· The Council has decided to go forward with an early review of its Approved Local Plan, as this is a more cost effective route for the intensive work necessary to renew the Local Plan.  Amongst the issues being considered is the need to consider both housing and employment needs.   The Plan will also consider the growing number of Multiple Occupancy Units that are putting additional pressure on parking and traffic in areas of the town.
· The Council also considered a Motion by Cllr Gillias to pro-actively secure tenant/owner for the former Brandon Speedway site, which has stood empty for a number of years.
b. Village Hall Trust – Lesley French representing the Village Hall Committee made the following points:
· There were three very successful events in December, including Saturday Café, Live and Local and a Carol Service, with switch on of the Christmas lights and refreshments in the hall.   The latter attracted lots of children and demonstrated the effectiveness of church, PC and the VHT working together.
· Future events in January include a Saturday café on  Saturday 7th January. 
· The clerk asked for help as she had been unable to contact the new bookings service via the emails and mobile numbers from the Revel.
c. Playing Field Working Group – 
· KS reported that the first quarterly meeting of the Working Group will be in January 2023, which he will arrange in the near future.  Clerk to amend the WG’s remit.
AD
8.12.22
White Lion – In summary TS made the following points: 

· Nicola Dyer of Greenwood Projects continues to impress the Working Group with her competence.  The tender for a design team has been issued with possible interviews in the week of 16 January 2023.   She has prepared a detailed budget and as this include services that will be tendered for in the coming year, this has to be confidential.
· TS advised that the next steps include the appointment of Quantity Surveyors and Business Consultants.
· TS had a telephone conversation with a professional fundraiser who has a track record of achieving significant grant incomes for heritage projects similar to the White Lion.  TS has asked for costs from the fundraiser and ND will ask the NLHF if we can use Contingency Funding to pay for this service.   ND will also ask the NLHF for funds for publicity banners to supplement the income from the Memorial Booklets.
· Governance issues are progressing with the solicitors and tax accountant and TS is awaiting costings (these to be approved by the PC) for advice on the most effective structure between the PC and a Community Interest Company (CIC) that would manage development and operational work on behalf of the PC.   She noted that the CIC would work within strict parameters agreed by the PC.  This would enable the White Lion to access funding from the Community Ownership Fund – PCs are not eligible for this funding.
· Fundraising within the village with quizzes, the pub games evening and garden party has been very well supported and raised over £2000 since  April 2022.    TS wanted to record a big thank you to the 2022 quizmasters (Jesse and Lauren) who are stepping down as they are moving.   Volunteer quizmasters have been secured for the first events in 2023, which will begin in February.
9.12.22
Finance & Governance

a. The clerk presented her monthly financial report and forecast to the end of December and reported that she was satisfied that spending was in line with the budget.  The following payments were authorised
Clerk’s: £291.20  salary. HMRC: £72.80 clerk’s tax
E-on: £49.15 for November and December’s White Lion standing charge.

E-on: £115.20 for two street light repairs

b. The clerk then went in detail through a report that covered spending this year; the budget for next year and options for the Precept for the coming year.  After careful consideration and questioning by councillors, KS proposed that as the Tax Base had risen by 1.1% there was no need for a rise in the precept level which should remain at £70.47 until end of March 2024, this was seconded by DT and approved by all.   The clerk was instructed to inform RBC of this decision.
c. As part of her Report the clerk recommended that funding for the PC’s normal business and all funds/expenditure for the PC’s White Lion project should be separated.  After discussion this recommendation was accepted and the clerk was instructed to achieve this by the year end – proposed by TG and seconded by TS and approved by all.
Clerk
10.12.22
Planning Applications and Issues for Consideration: 
· The PC discussed two planning applications that had been previously circulated and instructed the clerk to advise RBC’s planning officer that the PC had no comment on the cosmetic reforms to the Prison Service Building.   The new porch on Pailton Manor House was approved as was the new gateway to access the Cheese Room, however the PC wanted it to be noted that they were concerned that this should not become a route to create a second dwelling.
Clerk

11.12.22
Ongoing Village Issues:
a. Telephone Box: the PC has previously given consent to refurbish the box at a cost of up to £1000 and KS and TG will meet with the M and J Blast Company in January to progress timings etc.

b. Highways Working Group: TG had previously circulated a response from Dan Perkins of WCC’s Highways Team that in the absence of any road fatalities ruled out any support for road safety/speed reduction proposals from WCC nor would they support the PC using funds secured through S106 funds.   Nor does it seem likely that the S106 funds already provided by Magna Park (over £200,000) to mitigate the impact of heavier traffic flows on the Revel villages will be allocated as intended.  WCC had previously circulated plans for this work for parish approval.   After lengthy discussion it was agreed that a formal response on behalf of the PC should be sent to Dan Perkins, Shail Chohan, Adrian Warwick and Portfolio Holder (all WCC) asking when they would be making the Magna Park S106 monies available to the parishes as intended and how much of this funding would be allocated to Pailton.
c. Street Lighting: clerk reported that all street lights that were reported as broken have been repaired. The clerk will circulate the schedule that identifies the location of all the street lamps and cross references this to information she has now received from e-on and WPD.  TG reported the discussions he has had with Mrs Prior of  5 Lutterworth Road on her need for a Wayleave to enable them to remove the Parish owned street lamp that is attached to their house for remedial work to the wall behind the lamp.  TG has now got a contact from National Grid who will deal produce the Wayleave who will contact Mrs Prior. 

d. Ex Service Men’s Club: There was no further news on this.
e. Posts on the Green/Footpaths: As authorised at the October meeting, KS will buy the posts, post crete and creosote but the installation of the posts is weather dependent.   Two dates (18 and 25 March) will be the target installation dates – clerk to include this in the January Revel, on the website and ask for this to be included on the village facebook page.  

f. Neighbourhood Watch and Police – nothing new from the police. DT reported that he is supporting Jim Fowkes to get the variable electronic speeding sign repaired so the meaningful data can be collected.  The company that installed the sign believes this to be a battery issue. 

g. Village Footpath: Clerk has still to draft the letter to be sent to all landowners who have public rights of way on their land and ask for their co-operation is keeping all rights of way and Bridle Path fully accessible.  KS will advise on address and names of land owners. 

KS
Clerk
Clerk

Clerk/KS
DT
Clerk/KS
12.12.22
Correspondence
· None reported. 
13.12.22
Additional items for the next meeting 
· Clerk advised the meeting that before the annual meeting in May 2023, all council policies will need to be revised – TG asked that the Standing Orders policy be addressed first and that NALC’s ‘Civility and Respect Pledge’ be incorporated into the policy.   DT asked that the process to report infringements of the Code of Conduct be clarified and agreed to share a link to a briefing note on WALC on how this should be followed.
Clerk

DT
14.12.22
Date of Next Meetings
· Confirmed as 23  January and 27 February 2023 in the Village Hall.



……………………………..                   





23 January 2023
Anthony Gillias

Chairman of Pailton Parish Council 
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